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ABSTRACT The prevalence of 
Campylobacter spp. was 
investigated in 110 whole carcase 
samples of fresh retailed chickens 
(50), frozen chickens (25), stir­
roasted chickens (IS) and home­
cooked chickens (20), purchased 
fi"Om Manso01·a retial shops, 
supermarkets and restaurants. The 
incidences - of Campylobacter 
contamination were 78'!/o, 56%,, 
13.3% and 0% in fresh, frozen, 
roasted and home-cooked 
chickens, respectively. Campylob­
acter spp. were identified on the 
basis of colonial morphology, 
microscopic examination and 
biochemical tests. Campylobacter 
jejuni was more frequent than C. 
coli and C. Ia rid is. 66%, 48% and 
13.3% of fresh, frozen and stir­
roasted chickens, respectively were 
positive for C. jejuni, while 16%, 
12% and 6.7% of the examined 
chicken san!Ples, respectively were 
positive for C. coli, and only 4% 
for each of fresh and frozen 
chickens were positive for C. 
laridis. Of the 133 identified 
isolates of Campylobacter, 100 
(75.19%) were proved as C. jejuni, 
28 (21.05%) proved as C. coli and 
only 5(3.76%) identified as C. 

laridis. The results indicated that 
fresh and frozen retailed chickens 
and, to lesser extent, roasted 
chickens are contaminated with 
enteropathogenic Campylobacter 
spp. and that could representing a 
potential health hazard for 
humans. The public health 
signficance of such pathogen as 
well as the suggestive 
recommended measures to control 
it had been discussed. 

INTRODUCTION 

During the 
Campylobacter 
recognized as 

last decade, 
spp. have been 
one of the most 

common cause of acute diarrhoea or 
enterocolitis and the rate of its 
notification has continued to rise 
since 1992 (Nielsen et al., 1997; and 
Lee et at., ! 998). 

Campylobacters are motile, Gram­
negative, slender curved or spiral 
rods, appearing vibroid . and are 
microaerophilic, growing best at 
gaseous atmosphere of 5-l 0% 
oxygen. I 0% carbon dioxide and 
85% nitrogen approximately 
(ICMSF, 1996; and Harrigan, 
1998). The most important 
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