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ABSTRACT p Bacterial swabs were 
collected from pyogenic skin lesions 
from 50 dogs fo,· culture and 
sensitivity test. Six different species 
of staphylococcal bacteria were 
identified. Staphvloco•cu.s interm­
edius comprised 90%, Staphv/oc­
!2££.!!1. aureus 8%, Staphrlococcus 
II vic us 1%, Staphvlococcus epidermis 
0.5%, Staphvlococcus xvlosus 0.25% 
and Stap!Jvlococcus simulans 0.25%. 
Sensitivity tests were done on all the 
6 staphylococcal species isolated. 
Although S. intt!m:edius exhibited 
significant resistance to penicillin, 
ampicillin, tetracycline and 
chloramphenicol yet, some strains 
were sensitive to the same previous 
antibiotics. Morever, it was 
susceptible to other antibiotics 
tested. Antibiotic resistance was not 
associated with previous antibiotic 
therapy nor depth of skin infection. 
Antibiotic susceptibilities and 
resistance were also variably 
observed amongst the other 
staphylococcat isolates. No single 
antimicrobial agent was consistently 
active against all staphylococcal 
isolates. Combined use of 

antibacterial shampoos and long­
term antibiotic therapy helped 
reduction of the severity with 
eventual cure of chronic cases. 

Introduction 

Canine pyoderma caused by 
Staphylococcal bacteria is a common 
skin condition (DeBoer, 1990). The 
infection is either superficial or deep 
(Day, 1994) and is reported to be 
always secondary to some other 
condition (DeBoer, 1990 and Lloyd, 
1994). It remains one of the most 
difficult problems encountered in 
veterinary practice, particularly in 
breeds such as the German Shepherd 
(Lloyd, 1994). Staphylococcal 
involvement in canine pyoderma has 
been known for a long time whewre S. 
intermedius which is being the most 
commonly isolated species followed 
by S. aureus and S. hvicus (Lloyd, 
1994). Substantial differences in 
virulence between different strains of 
S. intermedius have been reported 
while a number of non-pathogenic 
staphylococcal species whose exact 
significance remams a mystery have 
also been isolated from canme 
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