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ABSTRACT 

One hundred and nineteen Algerian Hamra breed ewes 

were nsed in a stndy of induction of parturition. Ewes were divided 

randomly into 4 groups, of which 3 groups of 30 ewes each and one 

control group (29 ewes). On the 144 th day of gestation, as 

determined by dates of marking by rams, ewes of the first group 

received 16 mg of Dexamethasone: those of the second group 10 mg 

of oestradiol benzoate. Fifteen (15) ewes of the third group have 

received 15 mg of prostaglandin F 2a (PGF 2a) (Hormo P2a), and 

the remainder ewes of this group, 250 pg ofPGF 2a (Cioprostenol). 

The ewes of the fourth group, without any treatment, have been 

used as control. One hundred percent of the ewes treated either by 

Dexamethasone or Oestrogen lambed within 72 hours post­

treatment. The PGF (Hormo P2a or Cloprostenol) revealed 

inefficiencies in the induction of parturition; their mean interval 

treatment lambing were not different from that of the control 

group. All treatments used did not present unwanted effects on 

lambing ewes and their progeny. Difficulties at parturition were 

only noted more frequent in twin-bearing ewes treated with 

Dexamethasone. Assistance at lambing has considerably limited the 

mortality rate of the newborn lambs. 
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