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ABSTRACT 

The bacterial flora of the intestinal tract and yolk 
sac of day-old apparently healthy imported turkey poults 
was studied. The results of the bacteriological 
examination of 378 poult organs pools revealed 78 
bacterial isolates (20.6 %). These isolates were 
identified biochemically into E.coli, Citrobacter 
freundii ,Enterobacter agglomerans ,Proteus mirabilis 
,Shigella sonnei ,Klebsiella pneumoniae , Klebsiella 
ozaenae and Serratia marcescens in an incidence of 
5.13% ,28.20% ,10.26% ,12.82% ,20.51% ,5.13% 
,7.69% ,and 10.26% respectively.Pathogenicity tests 
revealed that E. coli, Proteus mirabilis ,Shigella sonnei 
were pathogenic for 2-days-old black turkeys on intra 
peritoneal inoculation. Meanwhile, Enterobacter 
agglomerans, Citrobacter freundii, Klebsiella 
pneumoniae, Klebsiella ozaenae and Serratia 
marcescens were proved to be non-pathogenic for intra
peritoneal inoculation. 

INTRODUCTION 
Development of turkey breeding in Egypt in the last 10 years depends 

mainly on the importation of day-old poults. Vertically transmitted pathogens 
are considered one of the rpajor causes resulting in economic losses in the 
field of poultry industry from production to marketing (Hewitt, 1928; 
Hinshow and McNeil, 1940; Snoeyenbos, 1991 and Yoder, 1991). 

Studies on dead-in-shells or newly hatched turkeys microflora are still 
scanty (Harrison and Hansen, 1950; Cooke/ a/., 1954; Barnes and Impey 
1970; Naqi e/ a/., 1970; Bruce and Drysdale, 1983 and Sadek e/ a/., 1991 ). 
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