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ABSTRACT 
One hundred and twenty migratory birds (Qutemix 

qumls) and 64 Mallard ~ducks were examined to investigate 
the prevalence of mycoplasma species. A total of 28 
Mycoplasma isolates \\·ere recovered from Q. quails (22.3%) 
an<l 12 isolates from M. ducks (18.8%) suffering from 
respiratory syndrome. Serotyping of the Mycoplasma isolates 
proved the occurrence of tOur species e.g. M. gallisepticum, 
M. gallinarwn, M. pullorum and M. analis. Mycoplasma 
gallisepticum was identified from quails and ducks (32, 1% 
and 16.7% respectively) while the incidence of M,vcoplasma 
gallrnarum was 28.6% and 33.3% respectively. A1)'COplasma 
pullorum was recorded only from quails (17.9%), while 
M_rcoplasma anatis was reported from ducks (33.3%). The 
remains isolates could not be further identified with the 
available antisera. Experimental int&tion was designed to 
inl~ct 40 quails and 20 ducks (2-weeks old) intranasal with 
to· CFU of the isolated Mycoplasma. gallisepticum , 
lJn::op!astna. gallinarum . 1\.fycoplasma pu_i!Orum and M 
anotis .The experiment revealed no mortality with the 
dilTerent types of Mycoplasma isolates. PM lesions were 
recorded only on. birds inoculated by Mycoplasma. 
g.ailisepticum and M anal is including congestion of the lungs 
and liver as welt as congestion ,turbidity and thickening of the 
air sacs. No lesions were recorded in birds inoculated with A-1. 
gafiinarum , At pullorwn and in the control negative group. 

INTRODUCTION 
Migratory birds play a considerable role in dissemination of ma!ly 

pathogens a:1d act as a reservoir and carrier of microbial agents for birds and 
human and this supports the importance of sanitation and sound management 
in poultry farms against such birds (EL-Attar el al., 1996). 

Cookson and Sbiraprasad, (1994) reported that Mycoplasma 
;nfection in quails and ducks should be considered not only as a potential 
source of transmission to other birds but also as a potential selection pressures 
for the geilerntion of new variant and possibly pathogenic strains. 
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