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ABSTRACT 
Egg drop syndrome (EDS) virus has 

been isolated from laying birds suffered from 
decreased egg production accompanied with 
soft shell or shell-less eggs in EL-Fayoum and 
Beni-suef Governorates. The isolated virus has 
identified by haemagglutinatian inhibition (HI) 
and agar gel precipitation (AGP) tests. In 
addition it was sensitive to 10% chloroform and 
heat stable for 40 minutes at 56c0
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INTRODUCTION 
Since 1976, an economically important syndrome associated with 

·decreased egg production has been described in Netherlands and designated 
the egg drop syndrome 1976 (EDS-76) by Van-Eck et al., (1976). The 
condition is characterized by failure to reach the predicated egg production 
targets or by sudden and severe drop in egg production (10- JO%) associated 
with a percentage of soft shell and shell-less eggs with poor internal quality 
Me Ferran, (1980). In Egypt ofEDS-76 virus was isolated from commercial 
layers with serious egg problems (Amina et al., 1989, Ahmed, 1995 and 
Saber et al., 1996). The present work aimed to update the prevalence ofEDS-
76 in some poultry farms in Beni-Suef and EL- Fayoum Governorates. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 
1- Materials: 
1- Viruses: 1.1. EDS-76 strain 127 was kindly obtained from Animal Health 

Research Institute, Dokki, Cairo. 
1.2. Fowl adenovirus (Celo-virus) was kindly obtained from 

poultry and rabbit disease Dept. Fac. Vet. Med. Cairo 
University. 

2- Antiserum: Reference EDS. 76 anti serum was obtained from Animal 
Health Research Institute, Dokki, Cairo. 
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