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ABSTRACT 

This study was conducted on a flock suffering from 
stunded growth, enteritis, diarrhea and lameness. Reovirus was 
isolated and identified by AGPT. For the reproducing ofrunting, 
stunting syndrome (RSS) in broiler chickens, day-old broiler 
chicks were used. Chicks were examined for the development of 
RSS, 4 weeks post infection. Chickens placed on litter on which 
chickens had previously suffered from RSS showed clinical 
aspects of the syndrome, induced growth inhibition, began 
significant decrease in body weights at 7 and 14 days of age and 
highly significance decrease was observed at days 21 and 28 of 
ages. Broilers inoculated per os with reovirus preparation, showed 
slight growth inhibition, but was of no significance, allover the 
experiment. Chicken exposed to tissue homogenates showed 
moderate growth inhibition with significant decrease in body 
weights at day 7 of age and highly significant decrease at days 21 
and 28 ages. In this study, reovirus isolated from field outbreaks 
proved to be not capable of reproducing RSS experimentally in 
broiler chickens. However, obtained results using infected litter or 
tissue homogenate induced the disease. Therefore other infectious 
agent(s) were not identified could be considered in reproducing 
RS S in broilers. 

INTRODUCTION 
Stunted growth, enteritis accompanied with diarrhea and lameness are 

clinical manifestation described in association with the so-called, runting, 
stunting syndrome (RSS). Synonymous are stunting syndrome (SS): 
Madigestion syndrome (MDS ). 

Infectious runting and stunting syndrome (I-SS or I-RSS), pale-bird 
syndrome (PBS), osteoporiosis, brittle bone disease (BBD), femoral head 
necrosis (FHN), helicopter disease (HD), infectious proventriculitis, 
malnutrition syndrome, limited or no growth disease. Infectious stunting 
syndrome, and broiler runting syndrome, was first described by 
Kouwenhoven et al., (1978) as a complex problem of young broiler chickens 
resulting from one or more infectious agents. This syndrome is characterized 
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