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ABSTRACT 

Epidemio-mycologicat studies were carried out for 
isolation of T.mentagrophytes in 4 rabbit farms of low 
hygknic condition in Kaliobia Governorate. for this 
purpose samples were collected from rabbits. rodents. 
human workers and soiL Investigation revealed that 
T.mentagrophytes recovered from 75 {44.11 %) of rabbits 
complaint of skin lesions and 58 (20.71%) out of280 
apparently healthy rabbits. A total of 40 rats were lrapped 
from the above mentioned lb.rms and implicated in 
trichophyton infection in 5 (21.73%) and 4 (23.52%) in 
Rattus mttus and Rattus norvegicus respectively. 
Zoophilic dermatophyte T.mentagrophytes recorded in 5 
(19.23%) of human workers in rabbit farms. 3 (13.63%) 
and 2 (50%) from apparently healthy and skin lesion 
respectively, Out of 40 soil samples T.mentagrophyles 
found in 6 (15%) soil samples. Experitnental intCc!ion ol 
Guinea pigs with the isolated T. mentagrophytes indic-ates 
lhe zoonotic importance of dermatophytosis caused by 
these isolates. 

INTRODUCTION 
Trichophyton mentagrophytes is a zoophilic dermatophyte ,;! 

worldwide distribution (Ajello, 1974). Intensive mass·producting and private 
rabbit breeding started in recent years and nt the sametime the possibility of 
mycotic infections spreading from animal onto man expanded, the infected 
nnimals constitute a constant source of zoonotic infection to farm attendants 
anJ the members of their families (Van Custem el <ll., 1985). Rodents live in 
v::ry close association with man and rabbit act as carrier toT. mentagrophytes 
infection (Sarkisov and Nikiforov, 1981 ). Polluted soil play an important 
role in the epidemiology of dermatophytes and other fungi to man and 
animals (Haggag et al., 1999). So for the study of the epidemiology ofT. 
mcntagrophytes in rabbit farms in Kaliobia Governorate~ it is essential to 
'c. now their distribution in rabbits, infested rodents, human contacts and soi: 
-;t:rrounding these farms. 


















