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ABSTRACT 

Gastrointestinal parasites in horses and their 
control measures remain problematical. One hundred 
drafting horses were investigated . by faecal 
examination and faecal culture to determine the 
pattern of infection and egg shedding. The results 
indicated to remarkably high ( 80 % ) infection rate. 
Small strongyles were the most common parasites 
(67.5 %) whileS. edentatus was 48.75 %, Parascaris 
equorum 27.5 %, S. vulgaris 22.5 %, Strongyloides 
westeri 17.5 %, Oxyuris equi 11.25 %, Gastrodiscus 
aegyptiacus 13.75 %, and Fasciola sp. was 6.25 %. 
The clinical signs of the infected animals in relation 
to species of parasite, infection rate and age of the 
animal were recorded. Collectively, the infected 
animals appeared rough coats with poor condition. 
Inappetence accompanied with pale mucous 
membrane was frequently recorded. Of note, all the 
infected animals showed normal body temperature. 
Deworming of infected animals by ivermectin oral 
paste improved these signs. Although the absolute 
efficiency of the used drug against all nematode 
infections, it did not prove any effect against 
Fasciola sp. and Gastrodiscus aegyptiacus infections. 

INTRODUCTION 
Drafting horses have a great economic importance, especially m 

developing countries, as a source of income (Krecek et al., 1994). 
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