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ABSTRACT 

Parasitological examination of 119 alive 
Tilapia fish colkctcd from River Nile at Giza 
province lor internal protozoa indicated that, it 
harbored eighteen species of protozoa representing 
5 genera of coccidia and 2 genera of myxosporea. 
Seven species are not recorded before in Egypt 
(Eimeria sp.; Octosporella sp.; Thelohanel!us sp.; 
Myxobolus sp. I: Myxubolus sarigi; Myxobolus sp. 2 
& Myxobolus equalorialisJ. Both morphometeric 
features and seasonal incid.:nce arc illustrated. 

INTRODUCTION 

• 

To date, there is a huge number of parasitic protozoa recorded in fish, 
some of which are serious pathogens since every organ and site on or in the 
fish can be utilized by various types of protozoa (Heckmann, 1996). In spite 
of the high resistance ofTilapias to diseases, it is vulnerable to large number 
of parasites even in subclinical but potentially dangerous (Roberts & 
Sommerville, 1982). Records of endoparasitic protozoa in Tilapia fish in 
Egypt are either from natural resources by: Fahmy et al., 1975 (Assiut 
province); Abu EI-Wafa, (1988 & 1990) (Behera province); Imam eta/., 
1987; Abdel Gllaffar et al., 1995 and EI-Deep 1995 (Giza district) or from 
fish cultures by: Ali, (1992 & 1996) and Eid, (1997). 

Fish Eimeria as a group of endoparasitic protozoa have many features 
different from emeriids infecting warm blooded vertebrates such as thin 
walled oocysts, mainly endogenous sporulation, frequent extra-intestinal sites 
and possibly lower host specificity (Lorn & Dykova, 1995). It is supposed 
that most of fish Eimeria belong to one of two genera; Eimeria or Goussia, 
the sporocysts of the former genus have a stieda body or a stieda-body like 
opening at one of the two poles. Whereas those of the latter genus have 
smooth wall, without stieda body and with suture uniting the two shellsofthe 
sporocyst wall, this suture is hard to see in ligh.t microscopy (Lorn & 
Dykova, 1992 and Molnar, 1996). 
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