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ABSTRACT 

Chicks of two and five days old were 
experimentally infected with Aeromonas 
hydrophila A.hydrophila via different routes: yolk 
sac (y.s), intramuscular (I!M), subcutanous (S/C) 
and oraly . The chicks were highly susceptible to 
infection . The mortality rate ranged from 60 to 
1 00% according to the infective dose and route of 
infection. The postmortem lesions were 
characteristic. Ahydrophila can be reisolated from 
different visceral organs in variable degrees. 

INTRODUCTION 
Aeremonas hydrophila (A. hydrophila) occurrs widely in nature; in 

water (Picard et al., 1983 and Kompanets eta/., 1992), in milk (Nagah-
1991), in meat (Ozbas et al., 1996). Through coming short period the 
organism receive renewed interest as a human pathogen and has being 
isolated from cases of human diarrhea (Millership et al., 1983 & Buchanan 
and Palumbo, 1985). In addition to gastroentent1s 
A. hydrophila infects human causing severe diseases such as osteomylitis 
(Lopez et al., 1968), meningitis (Qadri et al., 1976), endocarditis (Davis et 
a/., 1978), skin infection (Joseph et al., 1979), bacteremia (Riley et al., 1996) 
and pneumonia (Takano et al., 1996). 

A.hydrophila has long been recognized as a pahtogen offish and frogs 
(Popoff, 1984; Son et a/., 1997 & Lehane, and Rawlin, 2000). The 
prevalence of A. hydrophila. in avian species is indicated by studies that 
documented 20 isolations from 15 species of 200, free-living, and companion 
birds (Shane et a/., 1984). A. hydrophila. was isolated from 80 out of 2236-
birds. A mono infection was found in 4 cases while in all other cases the A. 
hydrophi/a. infection was combined with enterobacteria and /or strepto-or 
staphylococci. Predisposing factors seems to be necessary to provoke 
outbreak of the disease (Glunder, 1988). A. hydrophila. caused epidemic 
deaths of wild birds (Korbel and Kosters, 1989), and conjunctivitis in a pet 
parrot (Garcia eta/., 1992). 
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