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ABSTRACT 

The prevalence oftumours and tumour like lesions offish 
have been devoted special attention specially those regards to 
skin tumours with particular emphasis on skin papilloma . 
Tilapia fish (Oreochromis niloticus) from some fish farms at the 
Eastern region of Saudi Arabia showed an obvious growth on 
the anterior portion of the covering operculum of the gills at the 
lower jaw . It was unilateral or bilateral in occurrence. The 
lesion was appeared round or oval in shape in the early stage, 
later it became hard nodular projection in consistency. 
Histological examination revealed pronounced epidermal 
spongosis together with severe hyperplasia of the basal cell layer 
with increase number of malpagen cells associated with 
intercellular edema of the epidermal layer. The subepidermal 
layer showed accumulation of melanomacrophage cells while 
the dermal layer revealed evidence of fibroplasia. The dermal 
layer also revealed severe edema with dilation of the blood 
vessels. 

INTRODUCTION 
Tumours in fish are unusual growths or swellings and occur in any part 

of the body. The prevalence of tumours and tumours like lesions offish have 
been devoted special attention especially those regards to skin tumours 
(Aneer and Ljunghberg 1976; Peter, 1977; Sindermann, 1979; Anders 
and Moller, 1985; Moller, 1988 and Sindermann, 1990). The prevalence 
of skin papilloma in Flounder fish sp., Eel and other fish in north sea has been 
surveyed by Wolthaus, (1984); Obiekezie et al., · (1987). Sindermann, 
(1979) reported that, skin papillomas of Atlantic salmon were most common 
in young fish with remarkably high incidence (60 %) and was appeared 
histologically as hyperplastic plaques growth of the epidermis Lames eta/., 
(1990) revealed that skin papillomas of turbot sp. mainly composed of 
epidermal hyperplasia. The papillomas of head and body were also repmied in 
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