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ABSTRACT 
Spiders (Or i\raneae) occurring in the Egyptian rice fields at the 

Experimental Farm of Rice Research and Training Center (RRTC) were 
surveyed during 1999 and 2000 rice seasons. Identified specimens by the 
aid of International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) revealed the occurrence 
of I I' spider species belonging to 6 families, i.e. Araneidae, Salticidae. 
Clubionidae, Theridiidae, Tetragnathidae and Philodromidae. All identified 
species are recorded for the first time in rice fields in Egypt. Application of 
insecticides proved to be hazardous to these spiders. Monocrotophos used 
as spray was more toxic (eliminating 56.40% of spider population) than 
carbofuran as granules (35.61% spider reduction) Since the Egyptian rice 
fields are rich in predatory fauna, especially spiders. it is recommended to 
avoid, or minimize, the insecticidal application. If necessary, granulated 
insecticide formulation is relatively safer to predatory spiders than 
spray one 
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INTRODUCTION 
The predacious insects of rice have been studied and catalogued, but 

the spiders have received very little attention. Spiders (Or Araneae) are 
widely spread and diverse group occupying nearly every terrestrial habitat. 
Because all spiders are obligate carnivores, and because insects constitute 
their principle prey, the community roles of spiders are of concern to 
entomologists. 

Predatory spiders feed on planthoppers, leafhoppers. dipterous 
insects (whorl maggot and others) and rice stem borer (Barrion and 
Litsinger, 1980). These predators have many attributes that make them 
highly effective biocontrol agents. Agnew and Smith (1989) reported that 
they attack a large range of pest species throughout their development. are 
relatively long-lived, and don't emigrate in large numbers during periods of 
low prey densities. 


















