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ABSTRACT: Ten chios growing lambs aging 8-9 months 
with an average initial weight of 33.0kg were divided into two 
experimental groups five lanibs each to represent two experi
mental groups. The first group was fed on concentrated com
mercial sheep ration without damsissa while the second was 
fed on the same diet with 2% damsissa and the diets were of
fered at a rate of 3% of the live body weight. Beside the experi
mental diets bean straw was offered adlibitum as roughage . 

. The experiment terminated 91 days after start. The results 
could be summarized in the following: 

1) Supplementing diets of growing lambs with damsissa at a 
rate of 2% of the concentrates decreased significantly live 
body weights and daily gain. 

2) Diet containing 2% damsissa caused insignificant decrease 
in digestibility coefficients of nutrients except EE and NFE 
where the decrease was significant. 

3) Incorporation of damsissa increased the costs of production 
of one kg. gain in weight, thus the price of damsissa is 
over8LE. 

4) Damsissa decreased significantly pH value of rumen con
tents as well as the concentration of total short chain fatty 
acids. 

5) Incorporation of damsisSa in growing lambs ration de
creased significantly blood glucose, glubuline, Albumin 
and cholosterol compared to the control group however 
damsissa, increased significantly plasma AST; ALT; alka
line phosphates and creatinine. 

In general, based on the results obtained in this study, damsissa 
.seemed to have negative effect on growth performance of chi
as lambs and further studies are required to investigate its phar
macological effects. 


























