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Abstract: Twenty-five sorghum lines
were tested for their resistance to two
major pests of sorghum the shootfly,
Atherigona soccata Rond. and the stem
borer, Sesamia cretica Led. under field
conditions in Sohag governorate during
2000 and 2001 seasons. All the tested
lines were considered resistant to
shootfly except the PB15925 line which
showed moderate resistance. Also, all
the tested lines were found to be
resistant against stem borer infestation.
Among these tested lines IS 2205,
PBI5621-1-2-2, PBI5833-1-1, ICSV
700 and local had less than 10%

Introduction

Sorghum is considered one ofthe
most important cereal crops in upper
Egypt, especially Sohag
governorate. In recent years, great
efforts have been managed to
improvc its productivity to cover the
continuous m demand for loeaI
consumption.

Sorghum is extensively damaged
at different stages of growth by

infestation, while the rest lines had less
than 20% infestation. Concerning the
resistance to both insects, the two lines
PB15925 and ICSV 93093 showed
moderate susceptibility, while the
remaining lines were considered of
moderate resistance. Thus, these lines
could be used profitably in breeding
progrannne. The yield of sorghum
lines negatively correlated with thc
percentage of infestation by the two
pests. CSHI gave the highest yield,
while PB15925 line gave the lowest
yield.

different insect species. Among the
most serious insect species recorded
in many parts ofthe world including
Egypt were thc sorghum shootfly,
Antherogena soccata Rondani and
the stem borer, Sesamia ere/ica Led.

Excessive chemieal control for
these pests increase the cost ofpest
management programme and brought
many problems such as,
environmental pollution, emergence
























