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Abstract: This study was established 
during 1999/2000 and 2000/200 J 
seasons as an auempt for inducing fnrits 
of Hala~· lime fruits allover the year 
and improving fruil qnallty by fruit 
thinning with 0 0, 400. 600 and 800 
ppm NAA once at the heavy t:rop Slage 
( first of May}. The tested trees received 
1000 g N /tree {3UU g /tret; on nud 
January and 700 g /tree on 1he Jast wook 
tJf Aug!IS!). 

Tlmming by NAA at400-80(J ppm 
was very effective in reducing 
seasonable yield expressed in weigh! 
and number of fruits per tree on periods 
!"rom July to December and tofal 
scasonabk :rield as well as in increasing 
unscasor.able yield on periods from 
Jam.tary to June and total uns.::usonablc 
yield compared to un!hinning. Annual 
:oeld was also !ended to reduce wull 
!hmning treatmen1s. TI1e cffe::tiven.::ss 
of NAA INnS a~-soctated with increasing 
its eonccntr.atmns GeueraUy, fruit 
wctght and dimensions were higher t.n 

Introduction 

In Egypt, citrus 1s tbe backbone 
of fnut. culture, as. far as tts. nutnttve 
~·aluc acreage, production and 
expo.rtation potentials are concerned 
The Uala.dy Eimc Js highly 
.ill vuurabte by the consumer in Egypt 

unseasonable yield lhan m seasonable 
one. lru;reasing NAA ccncentratlnos 
was accompanied with incrcasmg fruit 
weight in seasonable yield aud 
decreasing :it in unseasonable one A 
slight effect on frrnt dimensions, 1Ulce 
% and fruit peel thickness wa.-; rocorded 
due to raising NAA from fiOO !i.l .!!.flO 
ppm. A remarkable promotton on 
chemical fruit quality Jl1 !enns or 
mereas.ing the total so!nblc soltds and 
ascorbic acid and in reducmg the lO!al 
acidity was dctecu:d dnc. to raising NAA 
concentratiOns.. Hardly any effect on 
such parameters wa.~ observed dne to 
:raising NAA con;;:emralions ftom 60<J to 
800 ppttl 

Spraymg Balady lime trees once at 
( 1"11 week of May) \Hlh 600 ppm NAA 
and supplymg them with I 000 g N /tree 
(tv.·icc at 300 g N /tree i11mid Jm:uary 
and 700 g N itrcc in the last week of 
August) was necessary for inducmg 
yield durmg the whole yenr and 
1mproving fmit qual1ty. 

and middle East, due to its high 
ac1dU.y and pleasant flovour Egypt 
is the second h1ghc:..t producer of 
lime m the world. Umc ranks ttmd 
after orange and mandann m 
Egyptmn citrus mdu::;try. Accord1ng 
to the 2000 sf.atJ.shcs inventory of 


























