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Abstract This study was carried out 
dunng two succcsstvc seasons of 
2000 and 2001 on Williams banana 
plants grown m a pnvate orchard at 
'\Jobaria to cxamme the effect of weed 
control methods on the vegetative 
growth, :-icld and fftnt phys1cal 
charact..:ristJcs of banana plants. The 
weed contro! trcat!:1cnts Jneludcd hand 
hocmg. plastJC mulching, straw 

lnt .. oduction 

Banana 1s a rapid grov.1ng 
herbaceous plant. Th!:reforc, the 
plant :s a gross fCeder and resrx;nds 
'"-·-ell lo ferulizauon_ Also, banana ts 
constden:d as one of the c:-:h.austive 
plants for \Vater and nutucniS. \\.'ceds 
adversely affuct plant growth .and 
' 1dd as lhcy compete wHh the plants 
tOr nutnents and \'\'atcr. ln addition to 
direct competitive cffcets of '"'eeds 
on banana. plants, wtX-'ds also 
harbour other pests such as ins~ts, 
fungt, nematodes and bactcnii:' 
Weeds also excrete phytotu:oc 
producl'l and stimulate the 
occurrence of nematodes leading to 

mulchmg and Round up as a 
herbicide. Soil mulch and hcrbictdc: 
improved tac vegetattve growth tOr 
both pseudostem and sucker 80th 
mulehing and herbictdc tre.'ltments 
\Ncre c:ffuctJv-e m increasrng the yteld 
and fr;_;_it quality. Hlaek polycthylem::: 
tnulch gave the hlghest yield ti:JIIov.cd 
bv transparent polycth) !cue, straw, 
and Round up 

root damage (Kosmova. 1972). 
Therefore, we-ed contro} could be 
considered: one of the most :mportant 
cultural pracuees m ban;:ma 
plantat~on. 

Any sml management system 
could be practiced .and 
rt.'COmmended, 1f it is mexpcnsJVc. 
gets nd of weed oompctltion, 
provides and adequate level of sot! 
mo.isturc, maintam orgamc :natter, 
fuvours the availahtlity of nutrients. 
develop a soil with good aeratiOn and 
doesn't injure the ICcdcr snrfucc 
rOots ( W em from soil ~urface of 
banana pJant), thus improves plant 
growth, yleld and fruit quality. ::tS 
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