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SUMMARY 

A total of 60 faecal samples were collected from newlybom Friesian 
calves (age from 1 day old to 2 months) suffering from diarrhoea from 
different farms in Assiut and Quena Governorates. The study aimed to 
throw some light on the role played by Enterobacteriaeceae as a 
causative agent of diarrhoea in newlybom calves. The study explained 
that 28 out of 60 (46.66%) calves were bacteriologically positive for 
Enterobacteriaeceae. 32 bacterial strains were isolated and identified 
biochemically as followed: 8 (25%) strains of E. coli, three of them were 
serotyped as 044:K74, 5 strains (15.62%) of Proteus vulgaris, 
4(12.50%) of Proteus mirabilis, 4 strains (12.50%) of Morganella 
morgani, 2 strains (6.25%) of Enterobacter aerogenes, 3 strains (9.37%) 
of Enterobacter cloacae, 4 strains (12.50%) of Citrobacter diver sus, 2 
strains (6.52%) of Kliebseilla oxytoca. Sensitivity testing by using nine 
antibiotics was done against isolated strains resulting that the most of 
these bacterial strains were resistant. Also the public health and 
economic importance of that field problem was discussed. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Diarrhoea is the most important cause of calf mortality in Egypt 
(Bymoi et al., 1996). It can be attributed to infection with a single or 
multiple agents. 

Calf diarrhoea is one of the most common diseases which is 
multifactorial in cause and involves an interplay between 
enteropathogenic bacteria, viruses, protozoa and the immunoglobulin 
status of the calf. (Radostits et al., 1994). 

The statistical data recorded in the animal reports of the Egyptian 
General Organization for Veterinary Service showed high mortality rates 
among calves (47.2%) and 75% of the total mortalities were due to 
enteric infections (Abou-Zaid and Nasr, 1995). 

El-Ged, et al. (1994) indicated that diarrhoea is a clinical entity 
which causes serious economic losses as it may lead to calf mortality, 
weight loss or even late growth. 
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