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SUMMARY 

Pesticides constitute the major source of potential environmental hazard 
to man and animal as they are present and concentrated in the food 
chain. This investigation was conducted on 78 samples of fish, hard 
cheese (Ras cheese) and breast milk collected randomly from four 
governorates of Egypt over a period of 12 months and analyzed to 
establish their contamination levels with organochlorine pesticides. The 
results obtained indicated that the mean value of (endrin+dieldrine);L: 
HCH and L:DDT were 0.23, 0.177, 0.13, 1.59, 1.62 and 0.73 in fish 
samples collected from Assiut and El monifiah, respectivaly. P'P'-DDT 
revealed the highest level and frequency in hard cheese with mean 
values 1. 91, 1. 7 and 1.31 ppb for the samples collected from Assiut, 
Cairo and Domitta governorates respectively. The level of lindane and 
Aldrin + dieldrin were higher than the MRL in all cheese samples 
collected. On the other side 6 Breast milk of 10 samples were positive 
for DDTs (17- 176 ppb) and five samples containing L:HCH with mean 
value of 33.6 ppb. But three samples only recorded detectable level of 
Endrin + dieldrin with mean value 30.5 ppb. Estimated dietary intakes 
(EDis) of these contaminants by the breast-fed infants were compared to 
acceptable daily intake (ADis). EDis of DDT complex and lindane, a 
HCH were below ADis. Endrine + eldrine EDis exceeded the acceptable 
daily intake. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The use of organochlorine pesticides (OCPs), has been restricted 
or banned in many countries since the 1970s. However, they are still 
used to control vectors of borne diseases in public health programs in 
many tropical and subtropical countries. The ban of organochlorine 
pesticides, like DDT and technical HCH, was based on their persistence 
in the environment. Evidence has been given that they could be passed 
through food chains is major importance as they accumulated in human 
body and subsequent secretion of stored residues into human milk as a 
main route for their excretion (Waliszewski et a/., 1995 and 1997). As 
well as Muir et a/., 1990 and Hmh, 1990 reported the incidence of OPCs 
in fish. 
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