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SUMMARY 

In a study on tuberculosis among cattle and buffaloes in the Port Said 
Province, Egypt, during the period from January, 2000 to December, 
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2001, the incidence of tuberculin reactors from cattle and buffaloes by 
using the single intradermal cervical test was 0.96% and 0.5%.J 
respectively. Pulmonary tuberculosis with the involvement of the 
respiratory tract lymph nodes has been recognized as the most frequent 
form of tuberculosis in the slaughtered tuberculin-reacting cattle and 
buffaloes. Of the tuberculin positive cattle; 34 (73.9%) had macroscopic 
tuberculous lesions (visible lesions) and 12 (26.1%) has non-visible 
lesions. While, 8 (57.1%) and 6 (42.9%) of tuberculin positive buffaloes 
had visible lesions and non-visible lesions respectively. Mycobacterium 
bovis could be isolated from the milk of 2 (7.7%) out of 26 tuberculin
reacting dairy cattle. However, the examined milk samples of 8 
tuberculin-reacting dairy buffaloes were culturely negative for acid fast 
bacilli. On the other hand, the isolation rates of Mycobacterium bovis 
and atypical mycobacteria from the respiratory tract lymph nodes of 
tuberculin positive animals respectively, were 63.04% and 8.7% in 
cattle, and 42.9% and 14.3% in buffaloes. Generally, the isolated 
atypical mycobacteria were Mycobactrium avium-intracellulare, 
Mycobacterium kansassi, Mycobacterium fortuitum and Mycobacterium 
smegmatis. The current research indicates that cattle and buffaloes still 
acting as a potential reservoir of tuberculosis to man. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In spite of eradication programmes, tuberculosis still be a major 
issue for farming economies in many countries, as well as an important 
zoonosis in many areas (Bolio et a/., 1998 and Waters et al., 2000). 
Since 1981, the general organization of veterinary services in Egypt has 
begun a national project for eradication of tuberculosis in dairy cattle 
and buffaloes. This national project started in 3 governorates of the Suez 
Canal area. In 1986, the programme extended to all governorates with 
regular obligatory tuberculin testing, using the single intradermal 
cervical tuberculin test, in addition to continuous surveillance for 
tuberculosis in slaughtered animals in Egyptian abattoirs for 
identification of tuberculosis foci and tuberculous herds in different 
locations (Refai and Hammam, 1993). Although test and slaughter 
policy proved an effective methods for tuberculosis control in farm 
animals, a significant increase of non-visible reactors has been 
documented by detailed necropsy reports in the later stages of control 
programmes when the prevalence of tuberculosis becomes low 
(Pritchard, 1988). These infections are due both to M tuberculosis 
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