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SUMMARY 

An epornitic of fatal chlamydiosis among turkey was reported in two 
fanns at El-Wadi El-Gadid Governorate. The mortality rates in the 
affected farms were 6 and 11 %, respectively. The diseased birds 
revealed signs of respiratory distress, nasal discharges and conjunctivitis. 
On postmortem examination hyperemia, inflammation of serous 
membrane, enlarged spleen, areas of consilidation in the lungs were the 
prominent features. Samples were taken for etiological and 
histopathological studies. Proliferative pneumonia and elementary bodies 
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were characteristic in 70% of the examined livers. Focal granulomatous 
lesions in addition to the elementary bodies in the kupfer cells were seen. 
Management, sanitation and medication with 20% chlorotetracyclin in 
feed for 45 days resulted in reduction of mortality rates. Workers were 
adviced about Chlamydiosis to reduce the risk of human infection. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Chlamydia psittaci infection in domestic birds is world wide and 
periodically resulted in serious losses (N(!wman, 1989). The disease 
appears concurrently in human whose occupations involved production, 
handling or processing of infected fowl, veterinarians and laboratory 
workers (Iron et al., 1951; Harris, 1983; Coul and Sillis, 1998). 
Chlamydia can be seen either with light microscope using special optics 
or with specific stains. They stained dark purple with Grimenez, blue 
with castanede and red with Macciavello (Grimenez, 1964 ). Page (1968) 
and Schanchter and Dawsa (1978) reported that chlamydia is a genus of 
intracellular bacteria composed of two species: C. trachomatis and C. 
psittaci and classified on the basis of their virulence patterns. There are 2 
morphologically distinct forms of Chlamydia (Monire and Tamura 
1967). Matancy (1955) observed that many featurs of the inflammatory 
process in the respiratory system were found to be similar to those 
occuring in infectious sinusitis. Clinical signs include nasal and eye 
discharge, depression, anarexia and respiratory distress, yellow diarrhea, 
elevated body temperature and decrease in egg production (Mohan, 1984 
and Schwartz, 1995). 

On post-mortem examination, Gala et al. (1960); Page et al. 
(1975); Tappe et al., (1989) and Vanrompay et al. (1995), showed 
conjunctivitis, sinusitis, rhinitis, keratitis, pneumonia, airsacculitis, 
pericarditis, hepatosplenomegaly, enteritis and congestion of kidney, the 
ovaries and testis. 

Histopathologically. occular lesions included epithelial erosions, 
fibrin depositis in the conjunctiva, corneal ulceration were reported by 
Dabarr et al. (1986) and Vanrompay et al. (1995). Respiratory lesions 
including bronchopneumonia, fibrinous nocrotising airsacculitis were 
also reported by Beasly et al. (1959), Beasly et al. (1961) and Tappe et 
al. (1989). Inflammatory lesions in serous membranes including 
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