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SUMMARY 

Macroscopic study of 510 female genital tracts of adult ewes of A wlad 
Djallal and AI Hamraa national breeds, ageing from 6 months to two 
years was studied. The material was collected at Tiaret abaltoiv (1994-
1995) and showed that 112(21.9%) of them were pregnant (beginning of 
pregnancy, about 1 month), of which 97(86.6%) were single pregnancy 
and 15(13.3%) were twin pregnancies. Distribution of the fetuses in the 
right hom was 53. 5% against 46.5% in the left hom. The length, width, 
diameter and weight of the right ovary were respectively: 1.5 ± 0.27cm, 
1.16 ± 0.22 em; 0.55 ± 0.16 em and 0.77 ± 0. 24 g. Those of the left side 
were respectively: 1.48 ± 0.26 em; 1.14 ± 0.22 em; 0.55 ± 0.15 em and 
0.72 ± 0.23 g. The study indicated that the right ovary was more active 
than the left ovary. Of the total genitalia examined, 204 (40"/o) showed 
different types of abnormalities: Paraovarian cysts (21 ,3 7% ), metritis 
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(6,27%), cervical abnormalities (6,47%) , ovarobursal adhesions 
( 1 ,56%), and pyometra (1 ,56%). 
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INTRODUCTION 

Ovine raising in Algeria comprises 17,7 millions of sheep and 
8,5 millions of goat (Chellig, 1992) mainly used for the production of 
meat and milk. Ewes are highly fertile, however, most are uniparous. 
Knowledge of abnormalities of the female genital tract is essential for 
achieving maximum reproductive efficiency, however, little information 
is available on the reproductive disorders in Algerian ewes (Chellig, 
1992). 

The present study was therefore undertaken for the ftrst time in 
Algeria to register the various gross abnormalities of genitalia m 
pregnant and non pregnant ewes. 

MATERIAL and METHODS 

Five hundred and ten genitalia of locally raised ewes were 
collected from Governmental abattoir in Tiaret, 350 km west of capital 
Algeria. Fresh specimens were transported in plastic bags to the 
laboratory, where immediate gross examination was undertaken. Gravid 
uteri were examined for recording location and number of fetuses. 
Detection of gross abnomalities in such uteri was also performed. Right 
and left ovaries were dissected; each ovary was examined for number 
and position of corpora lutea. 

Length of each ovary was determined as the maximal distance 
from pole to pole along an axis parallel to the ovarian mesometrial 
attachment according to Barone (1978). Width was measured as the 
greatest distance along an axis vertical to the longitudinal axis (Djassem, 
1989). The diameter was mesured as the greatest distance along an axis 
at right angles to the other two axes (Djassem. 1989). Weight of both 
ovaries, separately, was carried on an electric balance (Sauter 
R.E.2021). No information was obtained on the identity of individual 
specimens. 

RESULTS and DISCUSSION 

The results of the finding are presented in Tables 1-5 and Figures 
1-5. Of the 510 tracts examined, 112(21.9%) were gravid and 204 (40%) 












