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SUMMARY 

In this work the main anatomical differences of the diencephalon as a 
part of the brainstem of donkey, sheep, pig, dog and cat were studied. 
The longest diencephalon to the total length of the brain and also to the 
brainstem was observed in dog (19.6%, 30.2% respectively) and the 
shortest was observed in pig (11.3%, 24.3%). The structures of the 
hypothalamus which forms the floor of the diencephalon showed species 
variation. It includes the pars optica hypothalami (optic nerve, optic 
chiasma and the optic tract), the hypophysis cerebri and the olfacto­
visceral correlated centers( mammillary body and the tuber cinereum). 
The optic nerve is rounded in cross section in donkey and pig. In sheep 
and dog it is in the form of broad flattened band. In cat it is variable 
along its length. The optic chiasma was of equal dimensions in donkey, 
longer in sheep and dog; broader in cat and pig. Grossly the hypophysis 
cerebri can be distinguished into two parts; ventral adenohypophysis 
(dark brown) and dorsal neurohypophysis( pale color).The 
adenohypophysis is flattened and circular in shape in donkey, cat and 
dog, thick and elongated in sheep and rounded with convex ventral 
surface in pig. The neurohypophysis forms the core of the gland. It 
appears as a long rod in donkey, rounded in shape and occupied the 
rostral part in dog and cat, appears narrow rostrally and wide with 
projected extension caudally in sheep while in pig it appears as a white 
zone. The nerurohypophysis connected with the cavity of the 3rd 

ventricle. The mammillary body was unpaired, rounded in donkey and 
flattened oval in pig, divided only ventrally in sheep and is formed from 
two small rounded to ovoid tubercles in dog and cat. The epithalamus 
included the choriod plexus of the 3rd ventricle, the pineal body and the 
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habenula. The pineal body which is blunt rounded in shape in sheep and 
cat, pear-shaped in donkey, small elongated cone shaped in pig. The 
habenula with its habenular commissure is well developed in pig, sheep 
and very weak in donkey. The metathalamus included the geniculate 
body. The medial geniculate body is triangular in shape in donkey, 
rounded nodular in pig, rectangular in sheep and well distinct nodular 
mass in dog and cat. The lateral geniculate body is well developed in 
dog, cat and pig. The thalamus which is represented by two lateral 
portions connected at the midline by an intermediate part. The cavity of 
the 3rd ventricle surrounded the thalamus and the intermediate zone 
dorsally. The thalamic and subthalamic nuclei are well developed in cat, 
pig, dog, sheep and donkey respectively. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The diencephalon comprises many vital component concerned 

with most sensory functions of the body. The most important part is the 
thalamic nuclei which act as relay station for most sensory input to the 
cerebral cortex [Beitz and Fletcher (1993); Seeley Stephen and Philip 
Tate (1992); Nickel Schummer and Seiferle (1984); Dyce, Sack and 
Wensing (1987) as well as Ariens Kappers, Huber and Crossby (1965)]. 
It also plays an important role in influencing mood and general body 
movements that are associated with strong emotions (Seeley et al. 1992). 
The subthalamic nuclei are involved in controlling motor function and 
rhythmic movement [Beitz and Fletcher (1993) as well as Ariens 
Kappers et al. (1965)]. The epithalamic nuclei are involved in emotional 
and visceral responses to odors, controlling onset of puberty, sexual 
activity and sleep walk cycle [Beitz and Fletcher (1993); Seeley et al. 
(1992)]. The hypothalamic nuclei are very important in many functions. 
All of which have emotional and mood relationships. Efferent 
component from the hypothalamus extend to the brainstem and the 
spinal cord, where they synapse with autonomic nervous system, 
pituitary gland and nuclei of some cranial nerves(Xll et VII) [Brodal 
(1998); Seeley et al. (1992); Banks (1990) and Morgan (1928, 1930a)]. 
Inspite of these vital functions of the diencephalon as a part of the 
brainstem; there is a lack of information about its morphological features 
particularly that of the donkey, sheep, pig, dog and cat which attracted 
our attention to cast light on their structure and main anatomical 
differences. 

46 
















































