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ABSTRACT 

Two insects (Coleoptera: Bruchidae) which devekp in 
the larval stage within the seeds of Prosopis trees are reported 
for the frrst time in Egypt. Algarobius prosopis originates frcm 
the southern part of U.S.A., and Mimosestes amicus occurs in 
U.S.A., Mexico, Hawaii and Costa Rica. Both introduced 
species have been previously recorded from other areas of the 
Near East, and their range seems to be expanding to the west. 
Preliminary data on their abundance in Egypt are givf n, 
together with a key to the three New World Bruchidae 
presently established on Mimosoideae and Caesalpinioideae. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Prosopis is a New World genus of medium-sized trees, bushes 
or herbaceous plants belonging to the Fabaceae (Leguminosae) 
family, Mimosoideae subfamily. Prosopis trees are useful as firewood 
and timber, and their pods and foliage are valuable sources of protein 
for cattle and wild animals . Because of their ability to colonize dry 
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