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ABSTRACT 

Parvoviruses are defined by having a linear, single-stranded 
DNA genome. They infect both vertebrates and invertebrates. Those 
originating from invertebrates are called densoviruses and constitute 
the Densovirinae subfamily within the Parvoviridae. 

The study of different biological, biophysical, biochemical 
properties is reviewed. In particular, we focused on the great 
diversity of their genomic organization and emphasized the genomic 
basis for further classification of the different species of this 
subfamily. 

A better understanding of these viruses could provide the 
means towards a more judicious use of densoviruses in biological 
control of insect pests. 
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