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Study Summary and Recommendations

Green fodders in Egypt are considered the main resource in feed-
ing farm animals, due to the natural pasture scarcity. Green todders are
cultivated in different crops along the agricuitural season: winter, sum-
mer and nili. The study covered the period (1990-1998).

The study includes the crops of winter, summer and nili green
fodders, cultivated area, gross production and teddan preductivity for
each crop, besides production costs in the most important winter fod-
ders and the relative impertance of production costs items, to help rec-
ognition of the economics of green fodders production and the Ministry
ol Agriculture efforts for promoting fodders and prospects till the year
2017.

The study shows that winter fodders include clover (long and
short), clover for seeds and other winter green fodders during the period
extended from November to the first mid of June. The summer green
fodders such as darawa, Cow pea fodder, elephant fodder, sweet sor-
ghum, Egyptian clover, amshoti, surdan and denaiba. Nili green fodders
and other varieties are also inciuded.

It is ctear in this study that the average area of fodders crops in
Egypt amounted to 2807.500 feddan during the period 1990- 1998, of
which 80.2% clover (long and short) and clover for seeds {the cultivated
average area was 1635,044 feddan, 719,710 feddan,147 440 feddan
respectively ), about 5300 feddan (0.2%) of winter green fodders,
171440 feddan of summer green fodders (6.1%). 78.113 feddan of nili
green fodders (2.78%).

The study also clears that the average gross production of fodder
crops reached about 54.73 million tons during the period (1990-1998)
of which 83.57% for clover (long and short) and clover for seeds whare-
as the gross production averages were about (43252,11, 79141.1 and
46950 tons for the three crops respectively), 48041 tons of winter
green fodders (0.09%), 262023.0 of summer fodder crops (4.795%)
and 85042 tons of nili green fodders (1.55%).

It is ¢lear that summer fodder crops include more than ten crops;
darawa which occupy the first position according to average area cuiti-
vated during the period {1990-1998) which reached about 126460 fed-
dan, and nili fodder crops more than ten crops as well, and darawa cccu-
pied the first position according to average area cultivated during the
study period (74181 feddan ),

The study shows that there was an increase in the area cultivated
with claver {long and short) estimated at 6.75% during the study period
while the area of clover (short) and clover for seeds decreased by
9.12%, 98.29%, though the gross production of clover (long and short)
increased by 6.75%, 10.45% respectively. The feddan productivity from
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clover {long and short) increased by 4.29%, 9.5% respectively whiie it
decreased by 7.5% for clover of seeds during the same period.

For winter green fodders crops, the area and the gross produc-
tion increased in fodder beet, darawa, lathyrus, amshoti, while the area
decreased in green fenugreek, typhoon, rye grass and fodder barley. De-
spite decrease in the area cultivated with elephant fodder, the feddan
productivity increased by 242.6% and the gross production by 26.1%.
The area cultivated with summer green fodders and the gross production
of darawa, elephant fodder, amshott and the other varieties increased
(with exception of elephant fodder which decreased in production by
52.35% in this cultivation as a result of decrease in faddan productivity
by {61.4%) during the study period. For nili green fodder crops, the area
and the gross production increased in darawa, sweet sorghum. while the
cultivated area with denaiba, surdan, decreased and the gross produc-
tion increased for each.

This siudy shows that the rate of increase in feddan costs in cur-
rent prices of ciover (long and short) and clover for seeds amounted to
7.29%, 11.77%, 11.14% respectively during the study period, and pro-
duction costs average of these fodders were: L.E 444 .5/eddan, LE.
289%/teddan L.E. 600.7/feddan respectively.

tt also shows that the annual decrease rate in the teddan costs
for ciover {iong and short) and clover for seeds in real prices amounted
(1.45%), (1.44%), {3.59%) respectively during the study period and the
production costs L.E. 101.3/feddan. L.E. 172.88/feddan respectively in
real prices.

The fourth plan of the Ministry of Agriculture aims at promoting
fodders crops and increasing the productivity from legume fodder crops
fixing atmospheric azote and providing summer fodders resistant to
downy mildew and introducing new varieties from Egyptian clover with
high quaiity of azote fixation and improving utilization of irrigation water,
besides exploiting lands affected by salinity and increasing the quantities
of fodders seeds for exportation and intensifying area unit from the nat-
ural pastures in the rainy areas.

Upon the strategy of the Ministry till 2017, a decrease is expect-
ed in the area of clover (iong) in the old tands by 3.07% during the peri-
od 1898-2017 and an increase in the area in the new lands by 36.2%.

It is alsc expected clover (short) area to increase in the old lands
in the year 2017 by 11.15 than in 1998, and increasing Egyptian clover
and green fodders area by 46.31 times in 2017 than in 1998.

Generally, the area of fodder crops is expected to increase in the
above mentioned regicns in the year 2017 by 18.2% than in the year
1998.

It is expecied that per feddan productivity from fcdder crops to
increase in a range between 15.42% for clover {long) and 35.1% for
{clover short) in the old lands.

It is also expected that the gross production to increase for cio-
ver {long) by 23.62% during the period 1898-2017, for clover (short)
by 44.39% in the old lands, for Egyptian clover by 976.6% in the new
fand during he same pericd. This means increasing the gross production
from fodder crops in these regions by 44.86% in 2017 compared to the
year 1998.
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in view of the obtained results, the study recommends expanding
uses of high quality clover planting seeds to fill the shortage in the culti-
vated area and increasing the gross production from all clover varieties.
This because it is considered the main green fodder for farm animails.
Also recommends more concern with the agricultural operations and in-
crease in planting summer fodder crops with high productivity such as
darawa, sweet sorghum to provide green fodders in summer time and im-
prove the income of the farmers, as well as to satisfy the requirements
of animals and animal production projects leading to increase in red meat
production in Egypt.
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