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12. Swanson, B. E. Pre-Service Training of Extension Personal, In, Swanson, B. E. (Ed),
Agricultural Extension, A Reference Manual, 2nd edition, FAQ, Bome, 1984.
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SPECIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES ELIGIBLE FOR
OCCUPYING THE JOB OF AGRICULTURAL
EXTENSION WORKER

MOHAMMED HUSSIEN MAZEN

The main objective of this research was to determine specifica-
tions of candidates required filling the job of agricultural extension
agent. Those specifications comprise educational qualification, major
needed to conduct job duties, past experience in agricultural work, requi-
site pre-service training, and different traits and characteristics needed
to be acquired by anycne who occupies the job and make him gqualified
to deal with clients.

The research population comprised agricuitural extension experts
who can have the capability of determination those specifications. The
selected extension experts consisted of two groups: the first one was
the academic experts with Ph.D. in agricultural extension and who work
at Agricultural Extension Departments in the Agricultural colleges and
the Agricultural Extension and Rural Development Research Institute. The
second group was the executive experts in the Ministry of Agriculture
and land reclamation who work as undersecretaries of central administra-
tion, sectors and general prganizations. A stratified rapndom sample
amounted to (105 respondents} was drown. 50 Respondents out of
them represented the first group and 55 respondents represented the
second group. Data were collected by personal interview using a pretest-
ed questionnaire. Frequencies, Percentages, averages, Z test, Chi-Square,
and contingency coefficient were used for analyzing data statistically.
The main findings of this research could be summarized as follows:

The majority of respondents had consensus on the following
specifications:

1. Acquiring B.Sc. in agriculture as a minimum.

2. Majoring in agricultural and in particular agricultural extension.
3. Having a past experience in farm work.
4

. Having pre-service training. It shouid primarily emphasize acquisition
of necessary extension skills for practicing the professions.

5. Availability of the following characteristics and traits ranked in a de-
scending order according to their relative importance as follows:
truthfulness, self confidence, scientific confidence, achievement moti-
vation, fulfiliment of promises, positive attitudes toward clients, self
control, readiness to participate in serving others, elasticity, modesty,
gentieness, self criticism, and rurat origin.

tt was preferred to combine the three studied ways together
(personal interview, Psychological tests, and investigation of the candi-
date's characteristics and traits for a known period to ensure avaiability
of these traits and characteristics in those job nominees.
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The research recommended {comprising the items approved by
the majority of the expert respondents as a part of agricultural exten-
sion agent's job analysis list, which includes person specifications.





