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Abstract 

Phenological aspects were studied at Kafr EI-Sheikh Governorate, 
Egypt, during 2000 and 2001 cotton growing seasons to estimate the 
relation between the early appearance of pink bollworm, Pectinophora 
gossypiella (Saund.), moths in sex pheromone traps caught 6 days prior 
to the first squaring and blooms and bolls larval infestations during early 
and late fruiting stages. Data show that the mean catches of male 
moths per trap per day were positively correlated with percentage larval 
infestations. Also, the larval population in blooms showed a positive cor­
relation with that in bolls during early and late fruiting stages. 

The data were useful in identifying cotton fields and areas that 
had a probability of developing economic infestations during the season. 

INTRODUCTION 

Reliable attention was given to protect cotton fields from serious damage caused 

by key insect pests from which the pink bollworm is considered as the most destruc· 

tive. 

The development of the diapausing larval generation of pink bollworm Pectino­

phora gossypiella (Saund.) is a vulnerable period in the seasonal population density of 

the insect. Management control strategies that exploit the early-season weak link can 

delay initiation of the pink bollworm infestations and accordingly delay development of 

the coming infestations. 

Rice and Reynolds (1971), Henneberry and Clayton (1982), Bariola (1983), 

Beasley eta/. (1985), Chu and Henneberry (1990), Gupta eta/. (1990), Qureshi eta/. 

(1993) and Karat and Lingappa (1996) studied the correlations between the moth 

catch in gossyplure baited trap and incidence of pink bollworm larvae in cotton plants. 


















