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Abstract 

A method for mass production of the phytoseiid predator, Phyto
seiu/us macropi/is (Banks) (Acari : Phytoseiidae) under a net greenhouse 
was described. About 4 million motile stages of the predator could be 
obtained when the predator was reared on bean plants, Phaseolus vulgar
is (L) infested with the two-spotted spider mite, Tetranychus urticae 
Koch (Acari : Tetranychidae) in a 6.5 x 25 m net greenhouse from late 
November 2000 to early January 2001. The produced predators were 
released on several strawberry fields at lsmailia Governorate for control
ling the two-spotted spider mites. The production procedures is de
scribed. 

INTRODUCTION 

The extensive use of biological control for mite management pests is one of the 

main goals in the Egyptian agriculture policy. This policy requires the selection of most 

effective biological control agents which is suitable for mass production. Many trials 

were carried out in Egypt to control the two-spotted spider mite Tetranychus urticae 

Koch (Acari : Tetranychidae) by releasing of certain species of phytoseiids (Acari : 

Phytoseiidae) (Osman & Zohdy, 1976; Rasmy & Ellaithy, 1988; Heikal & Wahba, 1992; 

Heikal & Mowafi, 1998 and Heikal & Ibrahim, 2001 ). However, most published methods 

for rearing the phytoseiid predators in Egypt seemed to be suitable for laboratory stud· 

ies or limited releases. In a previous publication, Heikal (2001) described two prelimi· 

nary methods for mass production of the phytoseiid, Phytoseiulus macropilis (Banks) 

during different year seasons. The obtained results encouraged the continuity of stud· 

ies for mass production of P. macropilis under a net greenhouse. The results of this 

study are reported here in. 
















