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Abstract 

Revision of the genus Sphecodes Latreille provides a great assis~ 
tance in the identification of the parasitic group of the family Halictidae. 
Seven Egyptian species of this genus are revised. Each taxon is provided 
with synonyms, description, hosts and distribution. A key to species is 
also presented. Male genitalia of six species are illustrated. 

INTRODUCTION 

The genus Sphecodes Latreille, 1804 consists of hundreds of species. It is al

most world-wide in distribution, although it is nearly absent in Australia (Michener, 

1978). Many species are known from the Palaearctic Region. It consists of social para

sites unable to provision their own nests. Most species of Sphecodes are parasitic in 

nests of halictine bees (Halictus Latreille and Lasioglossum Curtis). 

This genus differs from most other Halictinae by the following characters: scopa 

absent in the female; prepygidial fimbria reduced in female, not divided by longitudinal 

line; head and thorax coarsely punctate; propodeal dorsal surface coarsely rugose; head 

and thorax black, abdomen usually red, clypeus and legs not marked with yellow. 

Major papers on the taxonomy of Old World species of the genus are recorded by 

BIOthgen (1923, 1924, 1927 and 1928). The same author (1933) recorded the fol

lowing six species from Egypt: S. fuscipennis rubripes Spin., S. olivieri Lep., S. gibbus L., 

S. alternatus Sm., S. ruficrus Erichs. and S. divisus K. In 1934, he added two more spe

cies from Egypt, S. puncticeps Thoms. and only female of S. hirtellus Bluthgen. The sys

tematic study and descriptions of these species are lacking in Egypt. In this paper, a 

taxonomic revision of Egyptian species is made to facilitate the identification of these 

parasitic species of Halictidae. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The practical part of the present study was carried out by the examination of all 

specimens of the genus in the main Egyptian reference insect collections, in addition 

to fresh materials collected during the study from different localities in Egypt. Fresh 




































