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ASURVEY covering 3150 Citrus trees including grapefruit, lemon,
lime, mandarin, orange and sweet lime grafted on different Citrus

rootstocks has been carried out in Tahrir district during 2000 and 2001

seasons. It is indicated that the dieback incidence and its severity
ranging from 23.9 to 58.8% and 10.7 to 28.2%, respectively. Lemon

trees were the highest Citrus species affected with dieback, while
grapefruit was the lowest one. Botryodiplodia sp., Fusarium sp.,
Alternaria sp., Penicillium sp., Aspergillus niger, Aspergillus Jlavus,
Derscherlla sp. and Trichodermia sp. were isolated from Citrus
branches which showed dieback symptoms. Pathogenicity revealed

that Botryodiplodia sp. was the pathogenic fungus on the tested Cilrus
species. i.e. orange and mandarin.

Citrus crop is one of the most important SUbtropical fruits in the world as well as

in Egypt. Several diseases affecled the growth and yield of Citrus orchards

during the growing season. Dieback disease was very severe in mandarin trees,

.in addition to gummosis, sooty mould, scab, powdery mildow and canker were

recorded in Citrus orchards (Mukhopadhyay, 1985 and Gupta, 1994). The

incidence of decline (dieback) of Nagpur mandarin ttees was 19% (Kolle &

Diware, 1989), while it was 14.2 to 58.8% in the mandarin ttees in Darjeeling

district.

Twig dieback can be caused by several fungi, as well as by other factors

(Raychaudhuri & Khurana, 1998). Fungal infection often occurs following a

freeze, mechanical or chemical injury. Affected young btanches showed dieback

1 inch or more from the tip; sometimes producing gum exudation. Wood is

discolored underneath the btak.
































