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ABSTRACT
Field experiments were conducted at Sakha Agric. Res. Station,

Kafr El- Sheikh A. R. Egypt during 1997/98, 1998/99 and 1999/2000
seasons to study population abundance of aphid species and associated
parasitoids on two wheat varieties; Sakha 69 and Sakha 61 and its
relation to the grain yield. Results indicated that, the numbers of
aphids on the two tested varieties were significantly higher in the first
season than the second one. The lowest numbers of aphids were
observed in the third season. Sakha 69 seemed to be more susceptible
to aphid infestations than Sakha 61.

The percentages of parasitism were significantly higher during the
first season than that recorded during the second and third season
without significant difference between them. The high percentage of

'parasitism was noticed in Feb. and March, and it was in harmony
with the highest period of aphid infestation prevailing during the three
seasons. Three species of aphid parasitoids were found and identified
as: Aphidius malricariae Hal.; which was the most dominant ,
Aphidius colemani and Praon sp.

It can be deduced that, aphid number- grain yield loss
relationship was not clear, since the highest grain yield loss was
recorded in case of Sakha 61 in spite of receiving the lowest number
of aphids in the two assayed seasons (1997 / 98 and 1998 / 99). There
was insignifICant difference between the loss for the same variety in
the two seasons. Thus, Sakha 69 approved to be more tolerant to
aphid infestation
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INTRODUCTION
Aphids are the most important insect pests attacking wheat plants

causing considerable reduction in the yield "nd the grain quality (
Tantawi 1985 and EI-Heneidy et aI, 1990). The damage of aphids to
wheat is a result of sucking the plant sap , producing honeydew on
























