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ABSTRACT Poultry production is occuping an important part in national income
Egypt is suffering from over population and shortage in animal protein. To crossing
this gap and maintain self reliance, promoting and improving poultry production has
become and will always a nagging need. Pouitry meet is an excellent source of high
quality protein and good source of vitamins and minerals. Poultry meat is a cheap
product compared to beef and mutton (red meat).

The present study aimed to investigate the problem of increasing the prices of
production input, which have a significant effect on the prices of poultry products.
So, the analysis of production costs is an important factor to indicate the item costs.
Moreover, study the increasing numbers of farms and broiler chicks, laying hens,
ducks, turkeys, rabbits from 1987 to 2000 in Ben-Swif Governorate. In addition to, the
capacity of slaughter houses.

This study indicated that the total production for broiler chicks was 1465 million birds
from 1997 to 2000, with averaged year about 366.2 million birds. Total eggs
production was 17008 milliar eggs, with averaged year 4.252 milliar eggs. Total chick
production was 8.580 million birds, with averaged year 2.145 million birds. Total
production of turkeys was 708 thousand birds, with averaged year 177 thousand
birds. Total production of rabbits was 3.468 million rabbits, with averaged year 867
thousand rabbits. Total numbers of farms were 47344, 5524, 1068, 200 and 420 farms
for broiler chicks, laying hens, ducks, turkeys and rabbits, respectively.

Average of total variable and fixed costs were reached about 59.13, 53.27 and 58.6
thousand pounds per one cycle, respectively. The average of bird cost was reached
about 5.52, 5.23 and 4.95 pound for the four categories, respectively. Therefore,
average total costs per chick decreased by increasing the capacity of farm or rate of
production. The bird cost on small cateqgory was 109%, 110% and 121% compared
with the cost second, third or fourth categories, refer economics of scale. ,
Regarding, total and net revenue from broiler chicks farm was reached about 1954.6"
pound per one cycle. The four categories were contributing with 14.4%, 23.20%,
35.40% and 27% to increase the income, average of total return was reached about
68.55 thousand pound per one cycle, however, the return per bird was 1.79, 0.79, 0.47
and 0.9 pound for the four categories, respectively. The optimum output was 5.91 ton
in broiler chicks farms, but the number of mechanical poultry slaughter houses were
26. The numbers of slaughter poultry were 28.5 million birds during the year 2000,
with increasing about 28.4% compared to the year 1999. On the other hand the -
number of manual slaughter houses were 112, however, the number of slaughter
poultry was 34.5 million birds through the year 2000, with increasing about 81.4
compared to the year 1999,

In conclusion, the present study pointed important arrival by capacity of farms to
achieve the optimum productivity of scales, which realize economic efficiency,
maximizing of production and increase net revenue, while the best economics of
scale was related large poultry farms.,
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