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ABSTRACT

This study was perjonned dUring winter 2002 tn a sheep flock manifesting respira­

tory embarrassments in 44 out oj 321 animals oj different ages and sex. Bacteriologi­

cal examination oJ nasopharyngeal swabs takenJrom diseased sheep revealed the de­

tection oj Haemophilus somnus (H.somnus) either alone (55.6%) or in combination with

Streptococcus pneumoniae (22.2%), Klebsiella pneumoniae (11.1%), and Staphylococ­

cus aureus (11.1%). Also H.somnus was detectedJrom the nasopharyngeal swabs col­

lectedJrom in contact apparently healthy cattle.

Electrophoretic pattern oJ Haemophilus somnus isolated Jrom diseased sheep and

incontact cliniCally nonnal cattle proved the similarity oj ovine and bovine strains. such

criteria have potential value Jor epidemiological studies oJ hemophilosts among Jann

animals. CliniCal signs exhibited on the diseased animals was described and some epi­

demiological data and the treatment ojdiseased animals was studied and discussed.

INTRODUCTION

Sheep are considered to be one of the most valuable sources for wool industry. milk and meat

production in Egypt. Pneumonia causes serious financial wastes to the entire sheep industry re­

sulting from deaths, reduced gross weights, delayed marketing and from costs of expensive treat­

ment. Sheep and goats of all ages are infected but lambs and kids are susceptible to bacterial

pneumonia with high morbidity and mortality rates (Smith and Olubwnni., 1983).

Respiratory infection in sheep is caused by several agents namely bacterial. Viral, fungal or

parasitic agents synchronized with stress and/or environmental factors. Many of bacterial

agents as Pasteurella sp. E-Coli, Staphylococcus epidermidis, Corynebacterium ovis or Corynebac­

terium pyogens, Streptococcus pneumoniae, Pseudomonas aemginosa, Klebsiella pneumoniae
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