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ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS AND SURGICAL
MANAGEMENT OF SOME SWELLINGS AROUND THE UDDER

IN CATTLE, SHEEP AND GOATS
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ABSTRACT

Fifteen cases (seven goats. six cows and two ewes) with different swellillCjs UfDlIlld

the udder were recorded in lhL') study. Prerna17unary seromQ. suprcl1narmIUu-!1 11('111(1/0­

Ina, ventral hernias. vent.ral gravid metrocele. udder abscesses and pendulolls udders

were all recorded. The clinical symptoms as well as the uUrasonograpilic picillres (j(

these swellings were described and illustrated. SlLrgical inteiference was per(onned

and results were interprded and discussed. The ulrasonograrn oJ tile suprnrnUfll1llUru

henlaloma showed anechoic appearance with heterogeneous hupoechoic con/en/s in

some areas and a surrounding ecllOgenic wall. The ultrasonogram Qf Ille premWlll1Joru

SerOnlQ showed clear anechoic cavil.y associated with a rnovable hyper-echoic flliclc

membrane at the ventral aspect oJ the swelling. The dimensions ortile "elliral }",rni((!

rings as well as Ihe natures and characters oj Ihe hernial eonlenls were sllccess/lIl1,/

evaluated by usilly lLllmsonogmphy. 'J7le resuUs oJtllis sllldl} delllun"lruleill},UI 11111((

sonography mig/It be oJ high importance as an addiliollal and supportillfJ lec/lIli'/lle .fiJr

the diagnosis oJswellings at the level oJthe udder.

INTRODUCTION

Swellings al the level of the mammary gland are of e1inical signifkance and shoulel 1)(' (liag­

nosed early and corrected to avoid its extension to and/or daIl1age of the udder parcllchynli:1.

Pathological and surgical conditions of the manlnlary gland in food aniInals Illay ,l!,rcatly alfccl

milk production (Hofmeyr, 1990, Rebhun et aI, 1995).

Diagnostic ultrasonography is a technique which has much to oller in vctf'rinary llH'dicilH'

and surgery. Heal time Ultrasonography has gained tremendous popularity in ihe reeeni years

as a diagnostic tool. Ultrasonography has been used for evaluation of some paillolog;{'al {'olleli­

tions of the mammary gland in food animals (Cartee et aI, 1986; Bradley et al 2001 and Franz

et ai, 2001). It proved to be a valuable system for visualizing changes of the mammary .glallel
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