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SUMMARY day, the proximal and distal tubules as well as the 

macula densa began to appear. In 27 days old, the 

The development of the rabbit's kidney was in: renal pelvis, collecting tubules and the medullary 

vcstigated during the pre and postnatal periods. rays became visible. Moreover, thick and thin 

The bilateral mesonephroi appeared in II days segments of nephron loop appeared in the medul-

old fetuses as two masses bulging into the coe- Ia. 

lomic cavity; one on either side of the developing 

aorta. Each mesonephric blastema was composed 

of primitive tubules, corpuscle and duct; support­

ed by vascularized mesenchyme and covered by 

the coelomic mesothelium. By the 14th day, 

brush border appeared in some mesonephric tu­

bules. Once the metanephroi appeared; in 15 days 

old fetuses, degenerative changes began to occur 

in the mesonephroi. The latter were completely 

disappeared in fetuses of 22 days of age. 

In I 5 days old fetuses, the lll·etric bud appeared in 

the center of the metanephric blastema. As the fe­

tal age reached 17 days, this bud began to branch. 

At 20 days, metanephric corpuscles started to de­

velop. Near the end of fetal life, marked matura­

tion of some corpuscles was evident. By the 25th 
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In newly born rabbits, the production of new 

nephrons in the subcapsular zone persisted for 2 

weeks. From 4 weeks and onward, the collecting 

tubules became lined by dark and light cells. 

INTRODUCTION 

Numerous studies had been made on the prenatal 

development of kidneys in various mammalian 

species including man (Robert ct al., 1962; AI­

Awdan and Kandil, 1979; Canl•cld. 19SO; Ammar 

ct al., 1982; Barecdy et al., 1982; Moustafa and 

Enany, 1985; Mo~stafa et al., 19S6; Dougbag. 

1988; Emara, 19S9 and Soli man. 1991 ). Morco-

ver. the postnatal age changes of the same organ 

was described by many authors (MacDonald and 
















































