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SUMMARY 

This work was undertaken to determine the de­

gree of contamination by psychrotrophic patho­

gens (Listeria and Yersinia species) among 

slaughtered poultry ( chicken, duck, geese, 

squabs) and rabbit. A total of 120 slaughtered 

poultry carcasses with their gizzard and liver and 

30 rabbit carcasses with their liver only were ran­

domly collected from selected retail poultry shops 

in Giza city. L. monocytogenes was obtained by 

3.3% from chicken carcass, 6.6% in rabbit carcass 

and 3.3% from rabbitfs liver. L. innocua and L. 

grayi were isolated with different percentages. Y. 

enterocolitica was isolated with percentages 

33.3%, 50% and 53.3% in chicken carcass, giz­

zard and liver respectively. In ducks, it was 43.3, 

53.3% and 53.3% for whole carcass, gizzard and 

liver respectively; while in geese it was 23.3%, 
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33.3% and 43.3%. In squabs it was 6.6% for car­

cass only but it failed to be detected in rabbit. Y. 

intermedia and Y. frederiksenii could be isolated. 

The health risks of the isolated Listeria and Yersi-

nia species were discussed. 

INTRODUCTION 

Poultry (chicken, duck, geese, squabs) and rabbit 

are also popular for Egyptian people as well as 

red meat. Moreover, rabbit meat has a highly pal­

atable and digestable quality for the consumers. 

The presence of L.monocytogenes in a wide varie­

ty of foods has become of great concern during 

the last two decades. The outbreaks of human lis­

teriosis were confirmed due to the consumption of 

contaminated foods (Azadian et al. 1989 and 

Barnes et al. 1989). Sporadic cases have been 

traced back to a variety of foods, such as milk. 




















