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ABSTRACT: Hydrogen cynamide (HzCN2), ammonium nitrate+ 
winter oil and urea+ winter oil sprayed on 21!1 January in 1998 and 
1999 had a pronounced effect on earliness offull blooming (F.B.) of 
LeConte pear trees. Blooming dates were nearly the same in control 
trees in spite of that bud burst (B.B.) was earlier and growing degree 
days (G.D.D) were higher in the second season (345 and 470 in the 
two seasons, respectively). Influential treatments reduced needed 
G.D.D. for blooming, and this was more pronounced in the second 
season. However, all tested treatments, in general, did not affect fruit 
set positively in both seasons. Control fruits matured after 130 and 
132 days of F.B. after being subjected to 2199 and 2257 G.D.D. in the 
two seasons, respectively. Treated fruits were picked at the same day 
when control fruits reached maturity. As such, treated fruits were 
bigger, heavier, higher in total soluble solid (T.S.S.) and lower in in 
firmness than control ones, while the changes in acidity were not 
constant. The results of the investigation clarified that G.D.D. is not 
the major factor influencing blooming. 
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