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ABSTRACT: The effects of bunch thinning methods ((removing 
25% of the strands (R.S.) or cutting back 25% of the tips of strands 
(C.B.S.)), spraying ethephon (500, 1000 or 1500 ppm), NAA (100 or 
200 ppm) and GAJ (100 or 200 ppm) on yield and fruit quality of 
Zaghloul date palms have been investigated. Thinning by (R.S.) was 
better than by (C.B.S.) whereas (R.S.) did not affect the yield and 
enhanced fruit quality. Ethephon increased the yield and improved 
fruit quality. NAA drastically decreased the yield but enhanced fruit 
quality, while GA3 at 200 ppm increased the yield and improved fruit 
quality. 

INTRODUCTION 
Alternate bearing is very 

pronounced in most date palm 
cuhivars (AL-Bakr, 1972 and 
Wally et al., 1979). 

The successful orchard 
management is directed towards 
obtaining a suitable yield with high 
fruit quality, and one of the most 
important cuhural practices in date 
palm orchards is fruit thinning. 
Several trials have been done to 
improve yield and fruit quality of 
date palms. EL-Shazly (1999) 

found that fruit thinning decreased 
the total yield, but enhanced 
quality of Nabtet Ali dates palm. 
Godara et a/. (1990) stated that 
removing one-third of the bunch 
from the center had the best effect 
on fruit ripening and quality of 
Sharnran dates. 

Kamal ( 1995) reported that 
ethephon treatments advanced fruit 
ripening of Zaghloul and Samani 
dates, but GA3 and NAA retarded 
it. All 3-growth regulators 
improved fruit quality, and 1500 
















































