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ABSTRACT: Larvae of Mediterranean fruit fly (Med fly),
Ceratitis capitata (Wied.) was reared on dry medical yeast diet
and compared with Brewer's yeast diet. The results concluded
that the larvae were developed faster)n Brewer's yeast diet at

the beginning and by the end the situation was adverse. Dry
medical yeast diet produced higher number of pupae, bigger in
size and higher in weight than Brewer's yeast diet. Also, the
medical yeast diet produced lower percentage of adult emer

gence, shorter pre-oviposition period, longer oviposition peri
od, higher number of eggs/female and higher percentage of egg
hatch. About the longevity, at the beginning, males started to
die earlier in case of dry medical yeast population and after the

10th day the number of dead males was higher in Brewer's
yeast diet males. Females reared on dry medical yeast were
faster to die. Number of pupae produced/ Kg of diet was higher
in case of dry medical yeast diet than Brewer's yeast diet.
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INTRODUCTION

Mediterranean fruit fly (Med fly), Ceratitis capitata (Wied.) (Diptera:
Tephritidae). is considered as one of the noxious pests in the tropical and
subtropical countries, where it has more than 350 plant hosts belonging to
67 plant families (Liquido et aI., 1991). It is widely distributed in Egypt,
where it was recorded for the first time in 1904 (Efflatoun, J924 and EI
Ghawabi, 1928). Several trials were carried out to rear the Med fly with dif
ferent methods in Egypt (Hafez et aI., 1967, Mourad, 1976 and Foda et aI.,
1989). One of the important ingredients in the larval diet is the yeast, which
is important for the Med fly development (Z,mreoglu et aI., 1979 and Zuco
]oto, 1987) and considered as the most expensive ingredients. Brewer's yeast






















