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ABSTRACT: The morphological study of2 genera (7 spe

cies) of Boraginaceae showed that all the species were annual

or perennial desert herbs, and the stem erect or prostrate. The

results showed great variations between the two genera. The

root in Arnebia coloured while it was not coloured in Echium.

The stem hight in Arnebia less than 40 em. while in Echium it

was 30 - 60 em. Flowers were regular small in Arnebia and

yellow coloured, and sepal straight, stamens inserted in corolla

tube, anther oblong, while in Echium they were irregular, more

long, varies in colour (violet, red, purple and blue), sepal re

curved. stamans exerted, anther globular. Fruit dry nutlets, in

Arnebia ovoid with or without calyx, while in Echium it was

conical always with calyx. The results were arranged in indent

ed Key to distinguish between the two genera.

INTRODUCTION

Boraginaceae in Egyptian flora was representing by 19 genera (Tack
holm, 1974), Arnebia and Echium were two different genera from this fami
ly. These genera were distributed in Egypt in many floristic region such as
AI-Arish region (south Sainai), Borg AI-Arab and Matroh region (West
desert).

Members of boraginaceous plants were commonly cultivated for decora
tion such as Echium spp. and Heliotropium spp. Some species cultivated for
their medicinal properties (Watson and Dallwitz, 1992).

According to Hickey and king, (1981) both Arnebia and Echium occur
under the same subfamily Boraginoideae which characterized with gynobas
ic style and fruit achenes.

Most taxonomic treatments were based on micro morphological charac
ters which are almost essintial for critical identification (Hamed, 1978).
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