
Assiut Vet. Med. J. Vol. 49 No. 97, April 2003

Dept. of Animal Breeding and Husbandry,
Fac. Vet. Med., Istanbul University, 34320, Avcilar, Istanbul, Turkey

THE FATTENING AND CARCASS
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE IMROZ AND KIVIRCIK
LAMBS RAISED UNDER INTENSIVE CONDITIONS*

(With 6 Tables)
By

**A. YILMAZ,. A. CEYHAN ,. M. OZCAN,.
A. ALTINEL and B. EKIZ

**: Marmara Animal Breeding Research Institute, Bandirma, Balikesir, 10230, Turkey
(Received at 30/3/2003)

SUMMARY
This study was carried out to investigate the lamb-fattening and carcass
characteristics under intensive conditions of the Imroz and Kivircik
breeds which are usually bred under poor feeding and management
conditions in Turkey. The Imroz and Kivircik sheep breeds are in the
project of the conservation of the indigenous breeds as genetic resources.
In the study, lambs were weaned at the age of 90 days and after weaning
they were taken in a fattening program of 56 days. The inspected live­
weights at the end of fattening of the Imroz and Kivircik lambs were
33.5 kg and 48.2 kg, the live-weight gains were 10.7 kg and 14.6 kg, the
daily live-weight gains were 191 and 260 g, the daily concentrated feed
conswnptions were 1381 g and 1660 g and the daily concentrated feed
conswned per 1 kg live-weight gains were 7.3 kg and 6.4 kg,
respectively. The chilled-carcass weights, dressing percentages, eye
muscle areas and back-fat thicknesses were 15.1 kg and 22.1 kg, 45.2%
and 47.8%, 11.5 cm2 and 15.1 cm2 and 4.0 mm and 8.3 mm in the same
order. From this study, it was concluded that the Kivircik lambs had
superior fattening, slaughter and carcass characteristics than Imroz lambs
and the later could only be taken in intensive fattening to produce
carcasses with less fat. It was also concluded that a significant
improvement in the meat production of Kivircik lambs could be
achieved by the intensive fattening of the lambs after weaning.
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