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SUMMARY

This study was carried out to investigate the possibilities to improve the
lamb meat production and carcass quality by using German Black
Headed Mutton as a sire line. The carcass characteristics of the three
way crossbred lambs (German Black-Headed Mutton x F} (Chios x

Kivircik)) slaughtered at different ages were investigated in comparison
with the purebred Turkish Merino and indigenous Kivircik lambs. In
terms of the carcass traits at 105th day of age of the three-way crossbred,
Kivircik and Turkish Merino lambs the carcass weights were 16.7 kg,
16.5 kg and 16.7 kg; dressing percentages were 46.5%, 46.8% and
44.3%; lean percentages of the carcasses were 59.8%, 51.7% and 68.5%;
fat percentages were 12.0%,22.0% and 5.6% and bone percentages were
23.8%, 22.9% and 25.5%, respectively. The results of the three
genotypes of lambs for the same traits at 180th day of age were 22.3 kg,
19.0 kg and 22.0 kg; 49.4%, 47.5% and 47.5%; 56.5%, 57.3% and
63.3%; 21.1%, 20.8% and 15.6% and 19.4%, 18.7% and 19.1%,
respectively. The carcass production traits and quality of the three-way
crossbred slaughter lambs were determined to be higher than those of
indigenous Kivircik lambs and were near t%r similar to Turkish Merino
which is the improved mutton breed of Turkey. The results of the study
indicate that in Marmara Region, German Black-Headed Mutton can be
used as a sire line to get lambs growing faster at early ages and giving a
good carcass quality by the use ofcommercial crossbreeding.
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