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SUMMARY

Poultry and rat mite infestations occur in structures where rat and bird
nests are located causing skin dermatitis in humans. This study was
conducted on mites that invaded the author's family habitation in EI­
Qussia City, Assiut Governorate, causing pruritus and skin dermatitis to
all family members. They were studied by both light and scanning
electron microscopy. The mites were identified as genus Ornithonyssus
of family Macronyssidae. Three species were recorded, 0. sylviarum, O.
bursa and 0. bacoti. The author suggested new significant descriptions
in the taxonomy of these species. The role played by these mites in
causing skin dermatitis in man was discussed. Infestation with bird or rat
mites is one of the possibilities that must be encountered in the
differential diagnosis of pruritus.
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