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SUMMARY

One hundred and two of fresh fish, composed of 66 Bagrus bajad
'Bajad-Bagar' and 36 Anguilla anguilla 'Thobban Elsamak - Hanash'
were investigated for its sensory, chemical and bacteriological
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parameters beside the maximum frozen storage life at -18°C.
Organoleptic scores (total demerit points) of newly caught whole and
gutted Bagrus bajad and Anguilla anguilla fish were 0.0 (excellent
degree). There was a significant increase in the total demerit points has
been occurred during the successive weeks of frozen storage, where it
reached a values of 18.5, 14.5, 16.5 and 14.0 respectively at the end of
frozen storage period when the fish became distinctly spoiled. The shelf­
life of whole and gutted Bagrus bajad and Anguilla anguilla fish, after
which the fish became distinctly spoiled, were 26, 32,12 and 16 weeks
(about 6.0, 7.5, 3.0 and 3.5 months) respectively. Gutting, will extend
shelf-life for approximately 6 and 4 weeks in Bagrus bajad and Anguilla
anguilla fish respectively (about 21.5% and 28.5% more than whole fish
respectively. There was a significant gradual increase in the pH, TVB-N,
TBA and K-value mean values which had occurred during the
successive weeks of frozen storage. There was a significant decrease in
fat content during the frozen storage period. According to the obtained
results K-value of 55% is recommended as the maximum limit for
acceptability. The microorganisms begin to appear in the second week of
frozen storage in the both groups of the two fish species and gradually
increased during the frozen storage period. The percentage of lipolytic
bacteria in whole and gutted Anguilla anguilla fish were much higher
than in Bagrus bajad fish. Staph. aureus, Coliforms and Vibrio
parahaemolyticus failed detection in the muscles of both fishes.
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INTRODUCTION

Fish occupies one of the foremost places among the food products
of animal origin in nutritive value because of the presence of high
biological valuable protein, lipids rich in vitamins and essential fatty
acids as well as several kinds of minerals especially phosphorus,
magnesium, calcium, copper and iron. However, fish is a highly
perishable food, changes in freshness are a result of many complex
changes owing to autolytic and microbial activity.

Spoilage starts as soon as a fish dies as a result of a complex series
of chemical, physical, bacteriological and histological changes that occur
in the muscle tissue. These interrelated processes are usually
accompanied by the gradual loss or development of different compounds
that affect fish quality.
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