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SUMMARY

The objective of this study is to provide baseline data on phenotypic and
production characteristics of the 'endangered' desert Saudi Arabian
Hassawi cattle breed. Records of a small herd of the breed conserved at
King Faisal University Research Station, were manipulated to estimate
Live body weights at different stages of development and reproductive
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performance. In addition, a feeding trial was undertaken to generate data
on feedlot perfonnance and carcass characteristics ofbull calves of the
same breed. Data obtained were compared to those ofdwarf stabilized
crosses of 'forest' and savanna tropical cattle raised under similar
husbandry conditions. The results indicated that, birth, pubertal and
mature body weights averaged 16.9, 146.1 and 247.3 kg for males and
14.1, 122.7 and 178.4 kg for females respectively. The results also
indicated that Hassawi heifers matured sexually at 9.8 months and calv~

for the first time at 18.1 months age respectively; with a calving interval
of 17.3 month. Voluntary feed intake ofHassawi bull calves averaged
9.8 kg/day the bulk of which was concentrate. Body weight gain
averaged 1048 g/day and feed conversion ratio observed was recorded as
9.6 : 1. Dressing out was estimated as 56.0%.
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INTRODUCTION

The origin, ecological setting, utility, production- management
system, adaptive and some phenotypic characteristics of the
'endangered' indigenous Saudi Arabian Hassawi cattle were described
by Mohammed (1997). However, information on the production
potential of this breed is lacking. The objective of this study is to provide
preliminary data on production characteristics, with focus on
reproductive traits, Live body weights at different stages of
development, feedlot performance, carcass characteristics and some
linear body measurements. Experimental and data records employed in
this study were collected from a small herd ofHassawi cattle maintained
under semi - improved conditions at King Faisal Research Station, AL­
Hofuf, Saudi Arabia.

MATERIAL and METHODS

Herd Management:
The ex - situ conserved Hassawi cattle herd was yarded in one

large, partly shaded pen as a single group and are not classified on any
herding basis for feeding. The animals were fed mainly on grass hay all
year (Rhodes). Water and salt licks were available at all times. Cows
were not milked and calves were" allowed to suckle their dams freely to
dryness. Breeding bulls were run with cows all times; they were selected
from within the herd on basis ofgrowth rates from birth to puberty. All
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