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ABSTRACT

Mass reared reduviid, Coranus africana EI-Sebaey was
released in a tomato field plots against three tomato pests, Bemisia
tabaci (Genn.), Aphis gossypii Golver and Spodoptora littoralis
(Bosid). Control experimental plots without C. cifricana were
maintained for each pest during the evalution period. C. cifricana
greatly reduced the infestation of B. tabaci (99.1 % & 92.25% for
adult and immature stages respectively), A. gos~ypii (96.9 % ) and S.
littorahs (98.3 %) during the first year; opposed to (99% & 97.6 %),
(98.9 %) and (98.6 %) respectively during the second year. The yield
increased in the first year from 23.5 to 33.5; 27.1 to 35.7 and from
21. ] to 32.7 ton/feddan (1 feddan = 4200m2

) as a result of the
biological control of B. tabaci, A.gossypii and S. lit/oralis,
respectively. The corresponding values for the second year followed
the same trend (from 24. ] to 32.5; 28.5 to 36.8 and from 23.5 to 32.9
ton/feddan.
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I.INTRODUCTION

Although natural predators often play a substantial role in
regulating populations of insect pests, they frequently do not prevent
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