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Abstract

This study regarded the prevalence of tuberculosis disease
among cattle and buffaloes in Kafr EI-5hiekh governorate during the
period from January 2000 to December 2001. The incidence of
tuberculin test reactors among cows and buffaloes using the single
intradermal cervical test was 1.12% and 1.34%, respectively. The
tuberculin positive cows had macroscopic tuberculosis lesions of
bronchial lymph nodes that had visible (V.L.N) and non-visible
(N.V.L.N) (69.01) and 30.98 lesions, respectively. In buffaloes, it had
(41.03%) and (58.97%), respectively. On the other hand, the
isolation rates of Mycobacterium bovis were (85.29%) and (71.43%)
and atypical mycobacteria (14.7% and 28.56%) form the bronchial
lymph nodes of both V.L.N and N.V.L.N from tuberculin positive cows
and buffaloes respectively. Generally, the isolated strains of atypical
mycobacteria were mycobacterium intracellulure and Mycobacterium
kansassi (2 and 1 strains) respectively from V.L.N but mycobacterium
fortuitum and Mycobacterium smegmatis (3 and 1 strains)
respectively were isolated from non visible lymph nodes.

Mycobacterium bovis could be isolated from the milk of 3
(10%) out of 30 tuberculin reacting dairy cattle. However, the
examined milk samples of 15 tuberculin reacting dairy buffaloes were
negative in culture medium for acid fast bacilli except one which was
positive in ratio 6.67%.

INTRODUCTION

Tuberculosis is considered as a major issue for farming economies and an

important zoonotic disease in many areas (Waters et al. 2000).

Infections may be due to M. tuberculosis complex, and non-tuberculosis

mycobacteria (Corner 1994). Since 1981, the General Organization of Veterinary


























