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Abstract
The present work was conducted to study the separate or

combIned effects of Pseudomonas lluorescef7s infection and its
treatment with ofloxacin on mortality rate, body weight dnd some
biochemical para:neters In catfish, One hundred catfish were divided
into 4 groups. The first group (25 fish) was used as a control. The
second group (25 fish) was non-infected and treated with therapeutic
dose of ofioxacin for 5 successive days. The thi'-d group (25 fish) was
infected with Pseudomonas fiuorescens and non-treated. The fourth
group (25 fish) was infected and treated. Blood,amples were collected
one day, one week and two weeks post-treatment in groups 2 and 4
and post-appearance of clinical signs in group 3.

Ofioxacin alone (group 2) significantly Increased body weight,
produced significant and reversible increase in serum ALT, AST and AP
activities, as well as, glucose and creatinine levels. Pseudomonas
infection alone (group 3) produced skin Ulcers, 40% mortality,
significantly decreased body weight, significant and reversible increase

in ALT, AST and AP activities, as well as, glucose level. Treatment of
Infection (group 4) prevent mortality, returned body weight to control
level, also produced significant and reversible increase in liver enzymes

and glucose level. Ofloxacin can be used s'fely for treatment of
Pseudomonas infection In catfi

INTRODUCTION

Fish is conSidered as an important and valuable source of animai protein of a highly

nutritious value.

Pseudomonas f1uorescens is a Gram-negative bacteria. It is considered as a

fish spoilage organism and the etiological agent of pseudomonad septicemia which is a

hemorrhagic disease of fish (Bullock and Mclaughlll1, 1970). Horeover, it causes

deaths due to production of toxic proteases (Fayed et 07/., 1997). T'1e infection may be

acute or chronic.




























