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Abstract

The role and importance of the blader hibiscus weed plant, Hibis­
cus trionum L., as a source ot economic pests infesting cotton plants,
was studied at Sakha AgricUltural Research Station, Kafr EI-Sheikh Gov­

ernorate during the two cotton growing seasons 1999 and 2000. Nine
insect species; 7 pest and 2 predatory species were recorded on the
weed plants. The three pest species; Oxycamnus hyalineipenne (Costa),
Bernes; tabaci (Genn.) and Aphis gossypii ((ilav.) occurred in relatively
high numbers, while the others; Earias insu/ana (Boisd.), Thrips tabaci
Lind., Spodoptera Jittora/is (Boisd.), Empoasca Iybica (de Berg.) and the
two predatory species; Scymnus interruptus IGoez.) and Orius albidipen­
n;s L. were found in relatively low numbers. h r trionum acted as a source
of infestation with some economic cotton pests, particularly 0. hyafini­
pennes, A. gossypii, B. tabaci, and E. insufana when grown in cotton
fields. The pests occurred on the weed earliEr than 011 the cotton plants.
Accordingly. it is recommended to get rid of the weed as early as possi~

ble whenever it occurs.

INTRODUCTION

Weeds are one of the major groups ot pests that threaten crop production in all

agricultural areas in the world. In addition to the Yield reduction by weed plants, they

usually act as dwelling for many insect species, either for their nutritional purposes or

as sites during diapauses (Shalaby 1974). Weeds may also represent a source of infes­

tation of certain economic pests as a shelter for Irlsect protection from adverse envi­

ronmental conditions and/or as alternative hosts for these pests when their hosts be­

come defoliated or totally absent from the fields (Tawfik et al.. 1976; Abdel Fattah et

al., 1985).

Way and Cammell (1981) sum up four ways In which weeds may influence inver­

tebrate pests of crops a) by acting as alternate or alternative hosts of pests, b) by af-






















